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CENTRE FOR AFRICAN STUDIES

AND

POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN
STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF INDLA (PRIASA)

Organize an International Conference

On

“NEW ACTORS AND DIASPORA AS IMPORTANT FACTORS IN
AFRICA’S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT?”

On
20" N ovember, 2012.

At

I.C.S.S.R.,
Conference Hall,
Kalina Campus, Santacruz (E)

Prof. Aparajita Biswas
Director
Centre for African Studies

Contact : Centre for African Studies
University of Mumbai, Area Studies Bldg.
Vidyanagari, Kalina Campus,
Santacruz (E), Mumbai — 400 098.
Office :- 022 26530241 / 26543417
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A Concept Note on

New Actors and Diaspora as Important Factors in Africa's International
Relations and Development

The field of international relations is witness to the ushering in of a new era.
New actors, particularly so-called BRICS countries - China, India, Brazil, South Africa
and Russia, are making a rapid entry into Africa and this involvement seems to impact
the development trajectory of the African continent.

Together with these new actors, Diaspora can be considered as one of the
contemporary global forces shaping the directions and trends of international
development in the 21°" century. This reality makes it imperative for governments to
engage and partner with them for the development of their respective host and home
lands. Diasporas, especially Indian and Chinese ones, are one of the major factors in
Africa's international relations and development.

They are not only key drivers in development efforts but also in strengthening
bilateral relations between host and home nations. This potential of Diaspora has
gained growing international recognition, both in political and academic/research
circles as well as among Diaspora members themselves. Increasingly, developing
country governments, Diaspora community organizations, and others in the
development industry are asking as to how Diasporas can be mobilized to transfer
skills, knowledge, and resources to contribute to the socio-economic development of
their countries of origin and building relations between two countries in a meaningful
way?

The proposed seminar will try to map Diaspora within, to assess their historical
background and contemporary socio economic positions, to evaluate their potential to
play a catalyst role in promoting host countries relations with their mother countries.
The seminar will also analyze the Diaspora policy of their mother countries and the

issue involved in their role as resource for host countries.

Prof. Aparajita Biswas
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