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Programme for the international academic conference  

MISSIONARIES AND CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN AFRICA: 
COLONIAL CONTEXT AND CONTEMPORARY DISCOURSE 

Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow),  

6–7 October 2026 

Day One. 6 October 

The conference begins (conference hall) (10.00–10.30) 

Registration of participants. Welcome address 

Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/iid63qymeewi 

 

First session (conference hall) (10.30–14.00): Key issues in the history of Christian 
mission work in Africa.  

Moderators: B. M. Gorelik and V. V. Gribanova.  

1. Natalya Zherlitsyna, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, Senior 
Research Fellow at the Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of 
Sciences. ‘Islamic education versus European missionary schools in Africa’ 

2. Natalia Alexandrovna Ksenofontova, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow at 
the Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Women 
missionaries in Africa: late 19th – early 21st centuries’. 

3. Eleonora Sergeevna Lvova, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Department of African Studies, Institute of African and Asian Studies, 
Lomonosov Moscow State University  
‘Missionaries in sub-Saharan Africa and their health-related work’  

4. Pieter Verster, DD, Emeritus Professor of Missiology, Department of Practical 
and Missional Theology, Faculty of Theology and Religion, University of the 
Free State ‘Christian mission and peace in Africa’. 

5. Evgeny Morozov, Phd (History), Associate Professor, Senior Research Fellow, 
Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences  

‘The Catholic Church in North-East Africa in the colonial period (1880s–
1950s)’. 

6. Ivan Zakharov, Phd (Geography), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Spatial patterns in the formation of the 
network of mission stations in colonial Africa’. 
 
Coffee break. 12.00–12.30 
 
Moderators: N. A. Zherlitsyna and V. V. Usacheva 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/iid63qymeewi
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1. Alexander Polunov, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Head of the 

Department of Management in Interethnic and Interfaith Relations, Faculty of 
Public Administration, Lomonosov Moscow State University ‘Ethiopian 
Christians as perceived by Russian ecclesiastical circles (late 19th – early 20th 
centuries)’ 

2. Veronika Usacheva, Phd (Political Sciences), Senior Research Fellow, Centre 
for History and Cultural Anthropology, Institute for African Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences; Associate Professor, Financial University of the 
Government of the Russian Federation ‘From missionary newspapers to national 
media: Christian organisations in the development of the media industry in 
African countries’. 

3. Ndjaka Mtsewene, PhD student, University of Lucerne; Junior Researcher, 
Urner Institut Kulturen der Alpen (Switzerland); Associate Researcher, Centre 
for African Studies in Basel (Switzerland); Associate Researcher, Wits Institute 
for Social and Economic Research (South Africa) ‘Early Tsonga written 
literature and the Swiss missionary printing press: Articulations of identity and 
historical change in 20th-century South Africa’ 

4. James Akpu, PhD, Research Fellow, School of History and Geography, Dublin 
City University (Ireland) ‘Evangelisation through Print: The Nigerian Catholic 
Herald and Catholic Mission Work in Nigeria, 1924–1952’. 

5. Alexander Stepanovich Balezin, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Senior 
Research Fellow at the Institute of World History, Russian Academy of Sciences  
‘Non-religious activities of missionaries in Africa prior to and during the early 
years of colonisation’. 

6. Ullrich Relebogilwe Kleinhempel, PhD, Research Fellow, University of the Free 
State, South Africa ‘The Berlin Mission in the tradition of Gottfried Herder: 
Respecting and promoting indigenous culture, and the legacy of Botshabelo’. 
 

 
Second session (conference hall) (15.00–17.00): The work of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Africa: history and contemporary challenges 

 

Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/iid63qymeewi 

 
Moderators: V. V. Usacheva and V.V.Gribanova 
 

1. Sergey Kudryashev, Phd (Law), Academic Secretary of the State Public 
Historical Library 'Orthodoxy in Africa: history, challenges and contemporary 
trends' 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/iid63qymeewi
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2. Kostelyanets, Sergey Valeryanovich, Phd (Political Sciences), Leading 
Researcher, Head of the Center for Sociological and Political Science Research 
at the Institute of Africa of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The African 
Exarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church: between missionary work and 
geopolitics. 

3. Svetlana Grigorieva, Phd (History), N. I. Lobachevsky National Research 
Nizhny Novgorod State University 'The Russian Orthodox Church’s missionary 
work in Ethiopia: The colonial context and contemporary challenges' 

4. Boris Gorelik, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences 
‘The image of the Boers as a fraternal Christian people in Russian public 
opinion at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries’ 

5. Elina Komarova-Tagar, Phd (Medicine), University of Cape Town; Russian 
Club; Coordinating Council of Russian Compatriots in South Africa, Dr Thelma 
Oppelt, PhD (Psychology), Research Fellow, Nelson Mandela University. 

6. Postdoctoral research fellow SAMRC, UCT affiliation ‘The phenomenon of 
Orthodoxy in Southern Africa’ 

7. Ilya Ilyushin, MA, Patrice Lumumba Russian University of People’s Friendship  
‘The Patriarchal Exarchate and the missionary work of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Africa in the context of interaction with the African pre-Chalcedonian 
Churches (Coptic, Ethiopian and Eritrean)’ 

8. Yegor Kuropyatnik, PhD student, Institute for African Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences ‘The activities of the Patriarchal Exarchate of Africa of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in Malawi and Zimbabwe: pre-colonial discourse 
and pragmatics’ 

9. Maksim Kaminsky, MA, Department of Comparative Political Science, Patrice 
Lumumba Russian University of People’s Friendship 
‘The specificity of the Russian Orthodox Church’s missionary work in the Sahel 
region’ 

Session 3 (Room 10) (15.00–17.00): The colonial context: the diverse aspects of 
missionary work.  

Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/y8gf9r7akqrp 

 

Moderators: A. A. Tokarev and V. N. Bryndina 

1. Alexey Antoshin, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Federal University 
‘Portrayals of Livingstone and Stanley in the Russian liberal journal Vestnik 
Evropy’ 

2. Valentina Bryndina, Junior Research Fellow, Centre for History and Cultural 
Anthropology, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/y8gf9r7akqrp
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‘Everyday life in Zanzibar’s missionary schools as depicted in the periodical 
Central Africa, 1884–1894’ 

3. Lyubov Prokopenko, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Sub-
Saharan Africa, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences 
‘The image of the Christian former President of Zambia, Frederick Chiluba’ 

4. Stanislav Kannikin, Phd (Philosophy), Associate Professor, Department of 
Humanities, Stary Oskol Branch of the National Research University MISIS 
‘The transformation of running practices in East Africa in the context of 
missionary work: From utilitarian function to institutionalised sport’. 

5. Andrei Tokarev, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences; Associate Professor, Military 
University of the Ministry of Defence ‘The involvement of Portuguese 
missionaries in the Christianisation of the African population’» 

6. Irina Tatarovskaya, Doctor of Philosophy, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for 
African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘The role of Portuguese 
missionaries in the history of the Kingdom of Congo (1491–1706)’. 

7. Alexander Pakin, Independent researcher, Member of the Association of 
Researchers of the Ibero-American World ‘…It is enough if they learn Spanish’: 
The catechisation of the African population and the missionary work of the 
Catholic Church in the African and Latin American colonies of the Iberian 
countries during the period of the Union (1580–1640)’. 

 
 

Day Two. 7 October 

First session (conference hall) (10.30–14.00): The colonial context: The diverse 
origins of missionary work in Africa.  
 
Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/q4t8a5n7xsdn 
 
Moderators: V. V. Gribanova and B. M. Gorelik 

 
1. Alexander Shipilov, Phd (History), Research Fellow, Institute of World History, 

Russian Academy of Sciences; Associate Professor, MGIMO (University) of 
the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs ‘The Christian factor in the shaping of 
Liberia’s foreign policy during the presidency of W. Tolbert (1971–1980)’ 

2. Boris Gorelik, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Finnish and Estonian missionaries as 
disseminators of information on the indigenous peoples of southern Africa 
within the Russian Empire’ 

3. Evgeny Raskotov, Bachelor of Theology, Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria, Rector of the Annenkirche, independent researcher into the 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/q4t8a5n7xsdn
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history of the Lutheran mission ‘Martti Rautanen, a missionary from the 
Russian Empire in Namibia: Between mission, cultural dialogue and the 
colonial era’. 

4. Nina Grishina, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Missionary work by representatives of 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden in Africa’. 

5. Ivan Armanda, Doctor of Church History, Croatian Institute of History, Zagreb 
(Republic of Croatia); Eldina Lovaš, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Croatian 
Institute of History, Zagreb (Republic of Croatia) ‘Missionary mediation of 
African cultures in the Croatian lands during the first half of the twentieth 
century’. 

6. Khristina Turinskaya, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for 
African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Christian organisations and aid 
to people with albinism in Africa: Research problems’. 
 

 
Coffee break. 12.00–12.30 
 
Moderators: E. V. Morozov and V. V. Gribanova 
 

1. Alexander Voevodsky, Phd (History), Associate Professor, School of Historical 
Sciences, National Research University Higher School of Economics; Senior 
Research Fellow, Centre for African Studies, Institute of World History, 
Russian Academy of Sciences; Associate Professor, Department of General 
History, Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public 
Administration ‘The Bible and the plough: Characteristics of missionary work 
in South Africa during the colonial era’. 

2. Aida Nikolaevna Moseiko, PhD (Philosophy), Senior Research Fellow, Institute 
for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘The movement in Southern 
Africa for the establishment of independent churches for indigenous peoples’  

3. Elina Komarova-Tagar, Phd (Medicine), University of Cape Town; Russian 
Club; Coordinating Council of Russian Compatriots in South Africa ‘A century 
of service to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary catholic 
apostolic movement’ 

4. Micheal Ayodeji Olabanji, Master’s student, Faculty of Theology, National 
Open University of Nigeria (Nigeria) ‘The relevance of counselling South-
Western Nigerian Christians on the ethics of material possessions: Bridging 
missionary legacies and contemporary Church discourses’. 

5. Obinna A. Nwokike, PhD, Benson Idahosa University, Nigeria ‘The Sudan 
United Mission and the activities of its British branch in Nigeria’. 
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6. Alina Lapushkina, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences. ‘Missionaries in the Avatime region in 
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries: Their values and approaches’. 

 

Second session (conference hall) (15.00–17.00): Christianity vs traditional cultures: 
The destruction of traditions or a path to integration? 

Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/q4t8a5n7xsdn 
 

Moderators: N. A. Voronina and E. V. Kharitonova 

1. Aida Moseiko, Phd (Philosophy), Associate Professor, Senior Research Fellow, 
Centre for Sub-Saharan Africa, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy 
of Sciences. ‘The Synthesis of Christian Doctrine with Traditional Beliefs: The 
“Awakening” Movement in Madagascar’. 

2. Natalia Voronina, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences; Associate Professor, Department of 
International Business, Faculty of International Economic Relations, Financial 
University ‘Continuity or conflict: African Pentecostalism as a reflection of the 
conflict between Christianity and traditional cultures’ 

3. Natalya Ulanova, Phd (Psychology), Senior Research Fellow, Centre for 
Civilisational and Regional Studies, Institute for African Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences ‘Pentecostalism and Neo-Pentecostalism in Nigerian 
political life: Direct and indirect influences on societal consolidation and 
destabilisation’ 

4. Larisa Andreeva, Professor Russian Academy of Sciences, Doctor of 
Philosophy, Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Civilisational and Regional 
Studies, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘The 
“Prosperity Gospel” as a doctrinal strand of contemporary Neo-Pentecostalism 
in Tropical Africa’ 

5. Elena Kharitonova, Phd (Psychology), Associate Professor, Senior Research 
Fellow, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences 
‘Representations of the colonial theme in the minds of citizens of the metropole, 
or on the question of the academic rehabilitation of unpopular actions by the 
elites’. 

6. Oksana Ivanchenko, Junior Research Fellow, Institute for African Studies, 
Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Tanzanian memories of missionaries and 
European influence throughout history’. 

7. Alexander Ivlyushkin, Lecturer, Federal State Autonomous Educational 
Institution of Higher Education I. M. Gubkin Russian State University of Oil 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/q4t8a5n7xsdn
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and Gas (National Research University) ‘On the role of missionary work in 
Africa in the emergence of neo-colonialism’ 

 
Session 3 (Room 10) (15.00–17.00): Synthesis of culture and religion in African 
societies 
 
Access link: https://inafr.ktalk.ru/t0nkba38fuk6 
 
Moderators: V. V. Gribanova and A. A. Banshchikova 

 
1. Tatyana Denisova, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 

Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Mary Slessor – the Christian “Queen” 
of Calabar’. 

2. Viktor Barashkov, Doctor of Philosophy, Associate Professor, Department of 
the History of Philosophy, Patrice Lumumba Russian University of Peoples' 
Friendship ‘The inculturation of Christian religious imagery in Africa (20th–
21st centuries)’. 

3. Tatyana Krayushkina, Doctor of Philology, Head of the Centre for Cultural 
History and Intercultural Communications, Institute of History, Archaeology 
and Ethnography of the Peoples of the Far East, Far Eastern Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences; Professor Far Eastern Branch of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences ‘Christian motifs in translated African poetry’. 

4. Olga Chuvanova, Phd (Philology), Associate Professor, Department of Russian 
and Foreign Literature, Moscow State Linguistic University 'Christian motifs in 
the works of C. Obiuma: Towards an understanding of the influence of 
missionary work'. 

5. Anastasia Banshchikova, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for 
African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Missionar auf der Reise’: The 
Christian presence in German East Africa as reflected in colonial and 
missionary photography' 

6. Sergey Mozgovoy, Phd (History), Senior Research Fellow, Institute for African 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences ‘Postal miniatures from African 
countries as a source for the history of Christianity on the continent’. 

7. Alexandra Gavryusheva, Phd (Philology), Research Fellow, Russia and Europe: 
A Comparative Study of Pre-Industrial Societies Research and Educational 
Laboratory, P. G. Demidov Yaroslavl State University ‘Missionary 
anthropologists and linguists in the service of the empire’ 

8. Valentina Gribanova, Phd (History), Head of the Centre for History and Cultural 
Anthropology, Institute for African Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences 
‘Studying missionary work through the scholarly writings of N. K. Mossolow 
(Namibia)’. 

https://inafr.ktalk.ru/t0nkba38fuk6

