
The RAS highlighted Russia’s achievements in 2025 in its cooperation with 
Africa 

MOSCOW, 6 January – RIA Novosti. The past year, 2025, was a great success 
in terms of strengthening ties between Russia and the countries of the African 
continent, with trade between Russia and Africa rising to 27.7 billion dollars, 
Irina Abramova, Director of the IAS RAS, said in an interview with RIA 
Novosti. 

‘I think that growth will continue into 2025 – it’s hard to say exactly what the figures will be, but it will certainly 
happen,’ said Abramova. Read more 

Russia has proposed that Africa calculate the amount of reparations owed 
by the former colonial powers 
MOSCOW, 14 January – RIA Novosti. Russia is proposing to determine the 
amount of reparations for African countries with mathematical precision, so 
that it can demand the corresponding payments from former colonial powers 
through the courts and various legal mechanisms, Irina Abramova, Director of 
the IAS RAS, said in an interview with RIA Novosti. 

The fight against neo-colonialism, which, despite the sovereignty of African states, is damaging the continent’s 
prosperity, became one of the key issues at the ‘Russia-Africa’ Partnership Forum conference, held in Cairo in 
December. Read more 

The Director of IAS RAS held a meeting with a Member of the St 
Petersburg Government – the Chair of the St Petersburg Committee for 
External Relations. 
On 17 February 2026, IAS RAS Director, member of the Presidium of the RAS, 
corresponding member of the RAS, Doctor of Economics, Professor I.O. 
Abramova held a meeting with Y. D. Grigoriev, a Member of the Government 
of St Petersburg and Chair of the St Petersburg Committee for External 
Relations. 
Particular attention was paid to promising areas across various sectors, taking 
into account St Petersburg’s potential: from industrial cooperation to 

partnerships in the implementation of ‘smart city’ solutions. Read more 

21 February 2026: Irina Abramova, Director of the IAS RAS, appeared on 
the ‘Time for Science’ podcast 
I.O. Abramova, Director IAS (RAS), member of the RAS Presidium,
Corresponding Member of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), and Professor, appeared as
a guest on the ‘Time for Science’ podcast on ‘Komsomolskaya Pravda’ radio.
In the episode ‘What Unites Africans and Russians’, Irina Olegovna discusses
not only the similarities in mentalities, but also how Africa – one of the key
regions of the future – is changing today: it is a rapidly growing, ambitious
region, open to knowledge, technology and partnerships. Read more
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The Secretary-General of the Global Centre for Black History, Heritage 
and Education paid a working visit to the IAS RAS 
On 25 March 2026, staff from the IAS RAS held a meeting with Tsegaye 
Chama Didana, Secretary-General of the Global Centre for Black History, 
Heritage and Education (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia). 
During the meeting, Mr. Didana outlined the Centre’s mission, which is to 
promote the establishment and strengthening of institutions representing the 
interests of Black communities around the world. Read more 

International Scientific Conference on ‘Industrial Development Strategies 
for African Countries’ 
On 18–19 March 2026, the IAS RAS hosted an international scientific 
conference entitled ‘Strategies for Industrial Development in African 
Countries’, organized by the Centre for the Study of Transition Economies. The 
conference was opened by I.O. Abramova, Doctor of Economics, 
Corresponding Member of the RAS and Director of the IAS RAS. The event 
was attended by over 40 researchers and experts from Russia, South Africa, 
Nigeria, Egypt and North Macedonia.   

One of the significant outcomes was the full-text database ‘Development Strategies of African Countries’, created 
by D.A. Degterev, Doctor of Political Science, PhD Economic Sciences, Professor, and A.D. Novikov, Junior 
Research Fellow, in collaboration with the team at the IAS RAS. Read more 

Academic seminar: ‘Colonialism and the Struggle for Independence in the 
History of Algeria’. 
On 31 March 2026, an academic seminar entitled ‘Colonialism and the struggle 
for independence in the history of Algeria: from Napoleon III’s idea of an “Arab 
Kingdom” to the ANDR’s support for anti-colonial movements in southern 
Africa’ took place as part of a seminar organized by the Centre for History and 
Cultural Anthropology ‘Culture and Society’, with the participation of Algerian 
colleagues: Prof. Bakaila Moncef, Director of the African Studies Laboratory 
at the University of Algiers 2, and Dr Abed Soufiane, a researcher at the African 

Studies Laboratory at the University of Algiers 2. Read more 

Participation of researchers from the IAS RAS in the round-table 
discussion ‘The Alliance of Sahel States: Security and Development’ 
On 12 February 2026, the Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC) hosted 
an expert roundtable entitled ‘The Sahel States Alliance: Security and 
Development’. The event brought together Russian and African experts, public 
figures and media representatives. The round table was organized in the form 
of thematic sessions, with staff from the (IAS RAS) taking an active part in 
each of them. Read more 

Participation by staff from the IAS RAS in the International Scientific and 
Practical Conference ‘Marking the 130th anniversary of the Ethiopian 
people’s victory over colonialism and the 85th anniversary of the 
Ethiopian people’s victory over Italian fascism  
On 4 March 2026, the Patrice Lumumba Russian University of Friendship of 
Peoples (RUDN) hosted an international academic and practical conference 
marking the 130th anniversary of Ethiopia’s victory in the Italo-Ethiopian War 
of 1895–1896, the 130th anniversary of the humanitarian mission of the 
Russian Red Cross Society, and the 85th anniversary of the Ethiopian people’s 

victory over fascism. The event was organized by the Department of Theory and History of International Relations 
at RUDN’s Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, with the support of the IAS RAS. Read more 
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Maksim Agafoshin has been awarded the RAS’ medal for young scientists 
On 3 February 2026, at a meeting of the Presidium of the RAS, the RAS Medal, 
together with prizes for young scientists, was awarded for the series of works 
entitled ‘The Transformation of Regional Subsystems of International 
Relations under the Influence of Migration Crises’ to M. M. Agafoshin, PhD in 
Geography, a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for Global and Strategic 
Studies. Read more 

A collection of strategies: The IAS RAS has digitized the continent’s 
countries’ plans for the future 
The IAS RAS has launched a full-text database entitled ‘Development 
Strategies of African Countries’ – a systematic collection of national strategic 
planning documents adopted in the 21st century. This resource will assist 
research organizations, government bodies and the business community in 
addressing analytical and practical challenges relating to Russian-African 
cooperation. Read more 

Daria Zelenova: ‘A New Strategic Partnership between Russia and Africa: 
the Soviet Legacy, Economic and Humanitarian Ties’ 
On 17 February 2026, a lecture was held at the National University of Lesotho 
by Daria Zelenova, PhD in Political Science and Head of the Centre for African 
Strategy in BRICS at the IAS RAS, on the topic ‘New Strategic Cooperation 
between Russia and Africa: the Soviet Legacy, Economic and Humanitarian 
Ties’. The lecture began with an opening address by the University’s Rector, 
Professor Olusola Isaac Fajana, who emphasized the importance of maintaining 
academic ties with Russia. Read more 

3rd Annual Joint Round Table: ‘New Growth Points for Global Development’ 
On 4 March 2026, the IAS RAS hosted the 3rd Annual Round Table on ‘New Growth Points in Global 
Development’, organized by the Centre for Global and Strategic Studies at the IAS RAS and the Department of 
World Economy Geography at the Faculty of Geography of Lomonosov Moscow State University. Read more 

Research seminars organized by the Centre for the Study of Sub-Saharan Africa 
14 January 2026. Lecture by A. N. Moseiko, Senior Research Fellow, PhD Philosophical Sciences: ‘The Spiritual 
Revival of Africa: A Framework for the Issue’.  
10 March 2026. Lecture by A. N. Moseiko, Senior Research Fellow and PhD Philosophical Sciences: ‘African 
Philosophy: Evolution and the Present Day’. 

Alexander Nekless’s paper ‘The Architecture of Change: A Postcolonial Workshop’ as part of the ‘Culture 
and Society’ academic seminar 
On 11 March 2026, as part of the ‘Culture and Society’ seminar series, organized by the Centre for History and 
Cultural Anthropology, a lecture was delivered by Alexander Nekless, Chair of the Commission on Social and 
Cultural Issues of Globalization of the Scientific Council for the History of World Culture under the Presidium of 
the RAS and a researcher at the IAS RAS, entitled ‘The Architecture of Change: A Postcolonial Workshop’. Read 
more 
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Academic seminar organized by the Centre for African Strategy in BRICS 
On 25 March at 11.00, the BRICS Centre for African Strategy Studies hosted its regular 
academic seminar. Gustavo de Carvalho, a senior researcher at the South African Institute of 
International Affairs (SAIIA), and Mandira Bagwandin, a senior researcher in the Department 
of Political Science at Stellenbosch University, delivered a presentation on the topic ‘Africa 
in an expanded BRICS: opportunities, challenges and bottlenecks’. Read more 

Academic seminar: ‘The Development of Post-Colonial Africa from a Civilizational Perspective’ 

On 4 March 2026, as part of the academic seminar ‘The Development of Post-Colonial Africa from a Civilizational 
Perspective’ organized by the Centre for Civilizational and Regional Studies, presentations were given on the issues 
surrounding the factors and the role of destabilizing and stabilizing processes in the post-colonial transformations 
of the continent’s countries. Presentations were given by staff members of the Centre: T.R. Khairullin, PhD in 
Political Science, Senior Research Fellow, and E.V. Kharitonova, PhD in Psychology, Senior Research Fellow. Read 
more 

Ekaterina Abramova’s participation in a colloquium marking the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing 
On 2 February 2026, the Institute of Europe of the RAS hosted a colloquium 
entitled ‘The History and Contemporary Relevance of French Centrism: 
Marking the 100th Anniversary of the Birth of French President Valéry Giscard 
d’Estaing’, organized by the Centre for French Studies at the Institute of Europe 
of the RAS in collaboration with the National Research University ‘Higher 
School of Economics’. Read more 

Participation by Institute staff in the ‘Okhotin Readings’ 
On 18 March 2026, the Institute of Asian and African Studies at Lomonosov 
Moscow State University hosted the annual international academic conference 
‘The Okhotina Lectures’, dedicated to N. V. Okhotina, the founder of the 
Department of African Studies at the Institute of World History and the Institute 
of Asian and African Studies. In keeping with a long-standing tradition, staff 
from IAS RAS took part in the event. Read more 

Nina Gavrilova’s participation in the 28th International Scientific and Practical Forum ‘Agricultural Science 
– Agricultural Production in the CIS and BRICS’
On 26 February 2026, at the Siberian Federal Scientific Centre for Agrobiotechnology of the RAS (Krasnoobsk) 
hosted the 28th International Scientific and Practical Forum ‘Agricultural Science – Agricultural Production in the 
CIS and BRICS’, dedicated to the memory of Academician A.S. Donchenko of the RAS. Read more 

Nina Gavrilova’s participation in the 3rd All-Russian Scientific and Practical Conference ‘Modern 
Technologies for the Production and Processing of Agricultural Produce’ 
On 3 March 2026, the I.I. Ivanov Kursk State Agrarian University hosted the 3rd All-Russian Scientific and Practical 
Conference with international participation, entitled ‘Modern Technologies for the Production and Processing of 
Agricultural Products’, dedicated to the 75th anniversary of the Kursk State Agrarian University. The event was 
organized with the support of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Agriculture of 
the Kursk Region and leading agricultural universities in Russia and Belarus. Read more 
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Alexander Neklessa’s paper ‘Postcolonial Dynamics in Africa: The Phenomenon of the Post colony and the 
Tragedy of Auto coloniality’ 
On 25 March 2026, as part of the academic seminar ‘The Development of Post-Colonial Africa from a Civilizational 
Perspective’ organized by the Centre for Civilizational and Regional Studies, a joint meeting was held the Centre 
and the Commission on Social and Cultural Issues of Globalization of the Scientific Council ‘History of World 
Culture’ under the Presidium of the RAS. A presentation on the topic: ‘Postcolonial Dynamics in Africa: The 
Phenomenon of the Post colony and the Tragedy of Autocolonisation’ was given by the Chair of the Commission, 
Senior Research Fellow at the Centre, A.I. Neklessa. Read more 

N.G. Gavrilova’s participation in the International Scientific and Practical Conference ‘Ensuring 
Technological Sovereignty in the Agro-Industrial Complex: Approaches, Challenges, Solutions’ 
On 27 March 2026, Nina Gavrilova took part in the International Scientific and Practical Conference 
‘Ensuring Technological Sovereignty in the Agro-Industrial Complex: Approaches, Challenges, Solutions’, 
dedicated to Russian Science Day, the Decade of Science and Technology, and the anniversary of the founding of 
the Federal State Budgetary Educational Institution of Higher Education ‘Ural State Agrarian University’. 
The event was organized with the support of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation. Read more 

“Current Commentary” 
(a section created in collaboration with IMEMO of the Russian Academy of Sciences) 

Presidential elections in Côte d’Ivoire 
On 25 October 2025, the next presidential election took place in Côte d’Ivoire. 
The 83-year-old Alassane Dramane Ouattara was re-elected as head of state for 
a fourth term. According to the results, he received 89.77 per cent of the vote. 
Read more 

Publications by the IAS RAS: 

Amukhaya, K.A., and Degterev, D.A. East African Integration: Politics, Economy, 
Infrastructure and Security. 
Edited by S.N. Volkov and A.M. Zhambikov. 
Moscow: IAS RAS, 2025. – 196 pp. ISBN 978-5-91298-315-3 
This monograph examines the development of integration processes in East Africa during the 
colonial period, the formation and dissolution of the East African Community (EAC 1.0, 1967–
1977), its revival (EAC 2.0, 1999–2025) and current integration dynamics. Particular attention 
is paid to the issue of overlapping membership of EAC partner countries in other sub-regional 
economic organizations, as well as in security organizations (COMESA, SADC, EAC, SENAD, 

IGAD, MCRVO, WARS) 
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