
The staff of the IAS RAS has been awarded the Gratitude of the President 
of the Russian Federation. 

On 21 May 2025, for its achievements in scientific research in the field of 
African studies and many years of conscientious work, the staff of the Institute 
for African Studies of the RAS was awarded a Letter of Thanks from the 
President of the Russian Federation. 

Presenting the award to the Institute's staff, represented by Deputy Director of 
the IAS RAS R.V. Dmitriev, Minister of Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation V.N. Falkov noted: 
"This award is a testament to the high quality of your work and your lofty goals, as well as your dedication to your 
cause. Your knowledge, skills, responsibility, and determination... make a huge contribution to the development of 
our country and the creation of a decent future for new generations." Read more 

Solemn meeting of the IAS RAS dedicated to Victory Day 

On 14 May 2025, the IAS RAS held a solemn meeting dedicated to Victory 
Day. During the meeting, current employees of the Institute who lived through 
the war were congratulated, the memory of Africanist scholars who directly 
participated in the war was honored, and several reports reflecting the role of 
African countries in World War II were presented. The event was moderated 
by A.A. Tokarev, Ph.D., senior researcher at the Centre for Sub-Saharan Africa, 
reserve colonel, participant in combat operations in Angola, and member of the 

Council of the Union of Veterans of Angola. Read more. 

Happy Africa Day! 

On 28 May 2025, a solemn event dedicated to the celebration of Africa Day 
was held in the conference hall of the Institute for African Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences. The theme of the meeting was the 65th 
anniversary of the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The event was supported by 
the Expert Council on the Development and Support of Comprehensive 
Partnerships with African Countries under the Deputy Chairman of the State 

Duma of the Russian Federation, A.M. Babakov (Expert Council ‘Russia-Africa’). Read more. 

Director of the IAS RAS Irina Abramova was awarded the Order of 
Friendship 

On 21 May 2025, for her fruitful work in the development of science, the 
Director of the IAS RAS, member of the Presidium of the RAS, corresponding 
member of the RAS, Dr.S. (Econ.), Professor I.O. Abramova was awarded the 
Order of Friendship. The state award was presented to Irina Olegovna by the 
Minister of Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation, V.N. 
Falkov. Read more. 
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Director of the IAS RAS awarded the Ludwig Nobel Prize 

We are proud to announce that the Director of the Institute for African Studies 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, member of the Presidium of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, corresponding member of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Doctor of Economics, Professor I.O. Abramova, has been awarded 
the Ludwig Nobel Prize —a prestigious award given for outstanding 
professional achievements and unconditional service to humanity. Read more 

16th International Economic Forum "Russia – Islamic World: 
KazanForum 2025". 

On 16 May 2025, Director of the IAS RAS, member of the Presidium of the 
RAS, corresponding member of the RAS, Doctor of Economics, Professor I.O. 
Abramova took part in the 16th International Economic Forum "Russia – 
Islamic World: KazanForum 2025," whose key theme was "Digitalisation: 
New Reality and Additional Opportunities for Expanding Cooperation." Read 
more. 

Director of the IAS RAS Irina Abramova moderated two sessions at the 
St. Petersburg International Economic Forum 

From 18 to 21 June 2025, St. Petersburg hosted the 28th St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum (SPIEF), which became a key event on the 
business agenda. The main theme of the forum was ‘Common Values as the 
Basis for Growth in a Multipolar World,’ focusing on the search for common 
ground amid global turbulence and the rethinking of models of cooperation. 
Read more 

Meeting between Irina Abramova, Director of the IAS RAS, and Ahua 
Don-Mello, Vice-President of the BRICS Alliance 

On 8 April 2025, Director of the IAS RAS, member of the Presidium of the 
RAS, corresponding member of the RAS, Doctor of Economics, Professor I.O. 
Abramova held a meeting at the Institute with the Vice-President of the BRICS 
Alliance, renowned political figure of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire, Ahua Don-
Mello. 

In her welcoming speech, Irina Abramova presented the Institute for African 
Studies of the RAS as a leading Russian research centre for the study of the African continent and emphasised its 
significant contribution to the development of Russian-African cooperation. Read more 

Meeting between Irina Abramova, Director of the IAS RAS, and Mr Peter 
Mutuku Matuki, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Kenya 

On 9 April 2025, the Director of the IAS RAS, member of the Presidium of the 
RAS, corresponding member of the RAS, Doctor of Economics, Professor I.O. 
Abramova welcomed the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Kenya, Mr Peter Mutuku Matuki, to the Institute.  

During the conversation, special attention was paid to the field of science: Peter Mutuku Matuki expressed his desire 
to develop a multifaceted academic partnership between Russia and Kenya, increasing the number of student 
exchanges. Irina Olegovna noted that scientists from Kenya can participate in the preparation of issues of the journal 
‘Scientific Notes of the Institute of Africa’. Read more 
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Meeting between a delegation of Libyan scientists and staff of the IAS 
RAS, 

On 22 April 2025, a delegation of Libyan scientists met with staff from the IAS 
RAS. The meeting discussed issues of cooperation and joint preparation of 
publications devoted to the history of Libya, Russian-Libyan relations, the role 
of Western countries in the Arab Maghreb region, the history of the countries 
of the Arabian Peninsula, and others. Russian and Libyan researchers 
expressed a positive opinion regarding the preparation of a Protocol on 

Cooperation between the Institute of African Studies of the RAS and the Libyan Scientific Research Centre named 
after Sheikh Al-Taher Al-Zawiya. Read more 

Meeting between Irina Abramova, Director of the IAS RAS, and 
Mohamed Abukar Zubair, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Federal Republic of Somalia 

On 19 May 2025, the Director of the IAS RAS, Corresponding Member of the 
RAS, Dr.S. (Econ.), Professor I.O. Abramova held a meeting with the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Republic of 
Somalia, Mr. Mohamed Abukar Zubair. The main topic of the dialogue was 
strengthening scientific cooperation between Russia and Somalia. Read more. 

The IAS RAS, has joined the “Russian-African Network University” 
University consortium. 

The accession of the IAS RAS to the RAFU was a logical step in strengthening 
scientific, educational and innovative cooperation between Russia and African 
countries. The Institute confirmed its interest in developing joint activities in 
the field of higher and continuing professional education, scientific research, 
and humanitarian and socio-economic projects. Read more 

The Academy of Sciences will assess the amount of reparations owed to 
Africa for the colonial past of Western countries. 

The Institute for African Studies of the RAS has begun conducting large-scale 
research on the amount of reparations that Western countries may pay to 
African states for their colonial past. This was announced in an interview with 
the African Initiative by Irina Abramova, director of the IAS RAS at an event 
dedicated to Africa Day. Read more. 

Irina Abramova, ‘Russia's Return to Africa: Prospects and Challenges’ 

The creation of a special Department for Partnership with Africa (DPA) within the Russian Foreign Ministry is 
further confirmation of Russia's commitment to developing cooperation with African countries. Irina Abramova, 
Director of the IAS RAS, Corresponding Member of the RAS, and member of the Presidium of the RAS, discusses 
the process of Russia's return to Africa, the challenges facing Russian businesses, and how to best build relationships 
between Russian entrepreneurs and their African counterparts in the programme ‘What's Happening?’ of the 
magazine ‘International Life’. Read more 

Interview with the Director of the IAS RAS: Modern Colonialism, Africa’s Cultural Code, and Russia-Africa 
Partnership 

Director of the IAS RAS, member of the Presidium of the RAS, corresponding member of the RAS, Dr.S. (Econ.), 
Professor I.O. Abramova gave an interview to RT International, in which she discussed a number of important issues 
related to Africa. Among the key topics were modern colonialism, the cultural code of Africans, and the directions 
of Russia's partnership with countries on the continent. Read more 
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‘Russia will find it difficult to compete in the battle for Africa’: interview with 
Irina Abramova, Director of the Institute for African Studies at the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, for Legal Insight magazine 

Russia's presence on the African continent is mainly represented by large raw 
materials companies, with domestic businesses eyeing up this new market. Today, 
Africa is one of the key regions in global politics and economics, where the interests 
of leading powers intersect, and historical, cultural, economic and political 
characteristics now determine relations with African countries, and what Africans 
themselves expect from Russia — this is discussed in an interview with Irina 
Abramova, Director of the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, in the April issue of the leading legal journal Legal Insight. Read more 

Business culture in Africa: traditions, community spirit and the influence 
of colonialism 

The African continent is a unique world with its own values, traditions and 
business culture, which differs from Western models. For successful 
cooperation, it is important for Russian entrepreneurs to understand the local 
characteristics of doing business: from the principles of community to respect 
for social hierarchy. V.V. Usacheva, Ph.D. in Political Science, and E.V. 
Kharitonova, Ph.D. in Psychology, both employees of the Institute for African 
Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, discussed how traditions, 

colonial heritage and modern trends shape the business culture of Africa in an article for the April issue of the leading 
legal journal Legal Insight. Read more 

International Round Table ‘Russia-Africa Relations’ 

On 2 April 2025, the Centre for Sociological and Political Studies (CSPS) of 
the Institute of African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the 
University of the Free State (Bloemfontein, South Africa) held an international 
round table on the topic: ‘RUSSIA-AFRICA RELATIONS’. In their reports, 
the participants highlighted key areas of cooperation between Russia and 
African countries, including the political, military-technical and economic 
spheres. Read more 

Conference on ‘BRICS and Africa: Political, Economic and Humanitarian Cooperation’ 

On 16 June 2025, Moscow hosted a conference entitled "BRICS and Africa: Political, Economic and Humanitarian 
Cooperation," organised by the Centre for the Study of African Strategy of BRICS at the Institute for African Studies 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences (IAS RAS) in conjunction with the Russian International Affairs Council 
(RIAC). The event was timed to coincide with the 70th anniversary of the Bandung Conference, an important 
milestone in the history of the non-aligned movement and international solidarity among the countries of the Global 
South. Read more 

Presentations at the academic seminar ‘Culture and Society’ 

On 2 April 2025, as part of the scientific seminar ‘Culture and Society’ of the 
Centre for History and Cultural Anthropology, a report was presented by N. E. 
Khokholkova, PhD, Senior Research Fellow, and O. V. Ivanchenko, Junior 
Research Fellow, on the topic "Symbols of Tanzanian National Identity: 
Results of Field Research in 2024." Read more 
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Colonial, Neocolonial, and Postcolonial Policies of the West in Historical 
Retrospect 

On 10–11 April 2025, staff members of the IAS RAS took part in the 
international scientific conference ‘Colonial, Neocolonial and Postcolonial 
Policies of the West in Historical Retrospect’, organised by the Institute of 
General History of the RAS. The plenary session featured presentations by 
N.A. Zherlitsyna, Dr.S. (Hist.), Deputy Director for Scientific Work at the IAS 
RAS, and D.A. Degtyarev, Dr.S. (Politic.), Ph.D. (Econ.), Senior Research 

Fellow. Read more 

XXI International Congress ‘Blishchenko Read ings’ 

On 12 April 2025, the Patrice Lumumba Russian University of Friendship of 
Peoples hosted the 21st International Congress ‘Blishchenko Read ings’: 
"International Law – a Means of Ensuring Peace and Trust". The event was 
attended by about 400 specialists in the field of international law from Russia 
and 30 foreign countries. E.V. Morozov, Ph.D., Senior Research Fellow at the 
Centre for History and Cultural Anthropology, spoke at this forum. Read more 

XXV Yassinskaya (April) International Scientific Conference on 
Economic and Social Development Issues 

Staff members of the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences took part in the XXV Yassinskaya (April) International Scientific 
Conference on Issues of Economic and Social Development, which was held 
at the Higher School of Economics from 15 to 18 April. Read more 

XXXIII International Scientific Congress on Source Studies and 
Historiography of Asian and African Countries 

On 16–18 April 2025, at the 33rd International Scientific Congress on Source 
Studies and Historiography of Asian and African Countries, dedicated to the 
170th anniversary of the founding of the Faculty of Oriental Languages at St. 
Petersburg State University, staff members of the IAS RAS presented a wide 
range of scientific research. 

N.A. Zherlitsyna, Deputy Director of the IAS RAS, Dr.S. (Hist.), Chief 
Research Fellow at the Centre for History and Cultural Anthropology, delivered a keynote speech at the plenary 
session. In her speech, she summarised the 65 years of activity of the Institute, noting its contribution to the 
development of Russian African studies and identifying promising areas of scientific research. Read more 

IX International Scientific and Practical Conference "International Humanitarian Cooperation: New 
Challenges and Opportunities" 

On 23–24 April 2025, Mari State University and the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation held the 9th 
International Scientific and Practical Conference ‘International Humanitarian Cooperation: New Challenges and 
Opportunities’ in a mixed format. Read more 
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Forum ‘Russia–Africa: What Next?’ 

On 23–25 April, staff members of the Institute for African Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences took an active part in the IV International Forum 
"Russia–Africa: What Next?", held at MGIMO University. Experts from the 
Institute were the organisers and participants in key discussions dedicated to 
the development of Russian-African cooperation. The Honorary President of 
the IAS RAS, Academician of the RAS, Dr.S. (Hist.) A.M. Vasilyev spoke at 

the opening ceremony of the IV Forum ‘Russia-Africa: What Next?’ Read more 

Business trip of IAS RAS employees to Ethiopia 

From 19 to 26 April 2025, employees of the IAS RAS – Zamesina Sofia, junior 
researcher at the Centre for African Strategy in BRICS, and Novikov Alexander, 
senior researcher at the Centre for the Study of Transition Economies and project 
manager at the Gorchakov Fund, were on a business trip to the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa. The main purpose of the trip was to establish scientific contacts 
with leading academic and analytical centres in the country, as well as to discuss 
prospects for cooperation between the African Union and the Institute of African 
Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Read more 

‘Problems of civilisational identity in contemporary sub-Saharan Africa’ 

The formation and development of civilisational consciousness and identity in Africa are taking place against the 
backdrop of a profound crisis of mentality – one that began during the era of European invasion and has intensified 
in every historical period, drawing new generations of Africans into its vortex. Civilisational identification takes 
place primarily in the form of images, representations and individual civilisational ideas, which are constantly being 
adjusted by Africans – Elena Kharitonova, Senior Research Fellow, IAS RAS. Read more 

All-Russian Scientific Conference "Problems of Radicalisation and Deradicalisation of Religiously Motivated 
Individuals: Opportunities and Prospects in the Modern World" 

On 23 April 2025, the Centre for Civilisational and Regional Studies held an All-Russian scientific conference with 
international participation entitled "Problems of radicalisation and deradicalisation of religiously motivated 
individuals: opportunities and prospects in the modern world". The conference is a continuation of discussions that 
began during a series of conferences on the issue of deradicalisation of Islamists, which have been systematically 
held by the Centre for Civilisational and Regional Studies of the IAS RAS since 2022. Read more 

Humanitarian Forum "Russia-Africa: From Completed Projects to New 
Achievements" 

On 22 May 2025, scientists from the IAS RAS took part in the humanitarian 
forum "Russia-Africa: From Completed Projects to New Achievements," which 
was held in the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation. 
The event included the opening ceremony of the exhibition ‘Russia-Africa 
Humanitarian Cooperation: Mission of Good,’ as well as an expanded meeting 

of the Expert Council on the Development and Support of Comprehensive Partnership with African Countries, 
chaired by Deputy Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation A.M. Babakov. 

The Deputy Director of the Institute for IAS RAS for Scientific Work, Dr.S. (Geogr.) R.V. Dmitriev, addressed the 
audience with a welcoming speech. In his speech, he noted the key role of the Institute in the development of 
educational and scientific cooperation between Russia and African countries. R.V. Dmitriev words were confirmed 
by the ‘Education and Science’ stand presented at the exhibition. A significant part of the information presented 
there was devoted to describing scientific expeditions and conferences held by the IAS RAS. Read more 
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 Conference on "Co-evolution of economic, social, cultural and political systems in countries and regions of 
the world" 

On 21 May 2025, employees of the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences gave 
presentations on the evolution of traditional governance bodies and their impact on the social and political 
development of the states of Tropical Africa, the renewal of the strategy for economic, social and political 
development of the Arab states in the context of the crisis of globalisation, and the historical and economic 
background to the Western Sahara issue. Read more 

Africa: From Colonialism to Postcolonialism (Chronotope Crossroads) 

On 5–6 June 2025, Yaroslavl State University named after P.G. Demidov hosted 
an All-Russian scientific conference with international participation entitled 
‘Africa: From Colonialism to Postcolonialism (Chronotope of the Crossroads)’. 
The event was attended by representatives of leading Russian centres for 

African studies, including staff from the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Read 
more 

"Strengthening African agency in BRICS: can the participation of African 
countries in the alliance reinforce multipolarity?" 

On 9 June, at the University of South Africa (UNISA), in her lecture D.A. 
Zelenova emphasised the important role of South Africa in uniting as a key 
conduit for the pan-African agenda, and also spoke about the initiatives and 
projects of the latest Russian presidency of BRICS, which are aimed at 
strengthening African agency and sovereignty. Read more 

"Remembering Lumumba means not forgetting the price of independence and the complexities of the post-
colonial world."  

Veronika Usacheva, Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for History and Cultural Anthropology, in an article for 
the newspaper Druzhba, published by the P. Lumumba Russian University of Friendship of Peoples (RUDN). Read 
more 

Expert seminar "Africa's energy market: trends and challenges" 

On 17 June 2025, an expert seminar entitled ‘Africa's Energy Market: 
Development Trends and Challenges’ was held in Moscow at the Russian 
International Affairs Council (RIAC) in partnership with the Centre for the 
Study of Transition Economies at the Institute of African Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (IAS RAS). Read more 

"Current comment" 
(this category was created in collaboration with IMEMO RAS) 

Namibia: inauguration of Nandi-Ndaitwa 

On 21 March 2025, the day Namibia also celebrated the 35th anniversary of its 
independence, a solemn inauguration ceremony was held in the country's 
capital, Windhoek, for the new president, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwa. This event 
was significant not only for Namibia, but for the entire Southern African region. 
The inauguration ceremony was attended by the presidents of South Africa, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Zambia, as well as the presidents of Kenya, Uganda, 
and Tanzania. Read more 
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Publications of the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences: 

«Uchenye zapiski Instituta 
Afriki RAN»  
№ 2 (71) 2025 

«Asia and Africa today» 
№ 4 2025 

«Asia and Africa today»   
№ 5 2025 

«Asia and Africa today»  
№ 6 2025 
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