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Independent Africa: the second half of century

1. In 2010 Africans and their friends celebrated 50th anniversary of the Africa Year. Five years passed and now it is the time to analyse how the continent began the second half of century of independence, its achievements and problems.

2. The state of the continent and its plans were focus points at the African Union golden anniversary summit in Addis Ababa in May 2013 I had the privilege to attend. The assessment was rather optimistic. The official press release of the summit stated that 50th anniversary of OAU/AU fell on a golden time for Africa. The continent, which only ten years ago was considered “hopeless”, today, “undoubtedly on the rise". Specific figures were confirming this success: the average 5% GDP growth in Africa, 5 of the 8 countries with the fastest growing economies are in Africa.

3. But at the same time the assessment was realistic. The slogan, put forward before the anniversary was "Arise! Africa 2063. 1. Prosperity and Peace”. So, the date to implement the “Vision 2063”, that to build "peaceful, prosperous and united Africa" was moved to the centenary anniversary of the AU, half a century later.

4. More "sober" attitude is expressed nowadays towards African integration as well. This process in going, but not as fast as planned Thus, Hailemariam Desalegn, Prime-Minister of Ethiopia and then Chair of the AU spoke about Africa in 50 years, only as an "integrated economically", and President of Uganda Yoweri Museveni expressly stated its disagreement with the idea of political integration of the continent and called more realistic plans for regional integration.
5. Indeed, in the next two years the efforts of regional integration and of continental integration in economics became more visible. The discussion on the implementation of the early decision to create the Continental Free Trade Area by 2017 took place at the latest AU summit even if some participants regarded this date as non-realistic.
6. The problem of maintaining peace and security is always on the agenda of the AU and African regional organisations. AU is actively involved in Somalia, Mali, Sudan and other countries, but plans to create the African Standby Forces, consisting of five brigades that were envisaged as the integral part of the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) are carried out very slowly. Its full operational capability was postponed from 2010 to December 2015 but this date does not look realistic as well. Neither was met the date for the establishment of a "Rapid Deployment Capability" (RDC) capable of intervening within fourteen days.
7. Such delays are usually explained by logistical, especially financial constrains. It is recognised that the AU cannot make its own independent decisions regarding the mandate, scope, size and duration of its peace operations, as long as it is dependent on external partners to cover their cost. However yet in 2005, Muammar Gaddafi said that African countries spent on their armed forces numbering 2.4 million persons 15 billion dollars a year, and in 2013, according to SIPRI they spent three times more – 44.9 billion (an increase for the year – 8.3%) including North Africa – 18.7 and Sub-Saharan Africa 26.2.
Meanwhile AU and other African bodies are pleased to get much smaller funds for peacemaking from the European Union and other external organizations. In 2015 the AU tries to source $750 million for peace-keeping operations, a huge sum, but just About 1,7 % of Africa’s own defence budget. Over 100 thousand “blue helmets” are involved in seven UN peace-keeping missions. 

8. The reliance on "donors" is evident. In this respect, the most egregious example is the fact that an AU Ad-hoc committee’s delegation that went to Libya in 2011 to look for a political settlement was financed by the EU in the amount of 265 thousand euro.
At present, only 28 percent of the AU operational budget comes from its member-states and 72 percent comes from international donors. The situation was called “not sustainable” by new AU Chair Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe. To assert “independence and sovereignty more robustly” its leaders have agreed in principle to impose new taxes on airline tickets, hotel stays and text messages.

9. This situation concerns not only the executive but also the legislative branch of the AU, Pan African Parliament. Its annual operational budget stands at US $ 11,685,390, that is just 1 cent per every African. It is funded by the AU regular budget, but PAP has to approach so called “development partners” to assist with funding the process if there is a shortfall. 

Meanwhile the PAP programme budget of $ 3,946,532 totally depends on donations from “donor partners” from the North, or, rather North-West, however it accounts just to 0.25 cent to every African per year.
10. To sum up, one of the main problems of Africa is “dependency syndrome”, reliance on extraneous “donors” instead of mobilizing its own capabilities. The situation is even more deplorable and paradoxical because in reality this “generous aid” amounts just to a part of money “siphoned” by the “North-West” from Africa. 
The term “aid” is very obscure; it includes grants, credits, advisers etc. According to the recent research authored by a group of 13 UK and Africa-based NGOs aid to Africa is being used as a smokescreen to hide the "sustained looting" of the continent as it loses nearly $ 60bn. a year through tax evasion, climate change mitigation, and the flight of profits earned by foreign multinational companies. Although sub-Saharan Africa receives $ 134bn each year in loans, foreign investment and development aid, the report suggests that $ 192bn leaves the region, leaving a $ 58bn shortfall. While western countries send about $ 30bn in development aid to Africa every year, more than six times that amount leaves the continent, "mainly to the same countries providing that aid".
11. Russia has a long history of relations with Africa and we can be proud of it. Nowadays the political ties are good and solid as was manifested by the presence of President Mugabe, the AU Chair at the Victory Parade on 9 May. However we cannot be satisfied with the state of collaboration in other fields, especially in economics. True, the bilateral trade is growing; its volume reached $ 12 billion last year, but over two-third of it is with 5 or 6 countries in North Africa, about 1 billion with South Africa and less than 3 billion remains for almost 40 other states.

The Russian (though often registered abroad) companies in the recent years invested $ 10-12 billion and intended to invest about $ 13 billion more, but these figures are much lower than their capabilities.

12. There are different reasons for such situation, one of them perhaps the most important is a lack of reliable information about each other. Here both the African embassies and the Institute for African Studies can play a vital role. We are glad to see here ambassadors and other diplomats from African countries. They are most welcome and we believe the relations between the Institute for African Studies and the African diplomatic missions should be even more intensive and versatile.
