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PREFACE

The 21st century has witnessed a growing attention to the Afri-
can continent from the leading Western states, as well as from the
new international players. This is caused partly by their interest in
solving African problems, which can potentially pose a threat to the
international security in the world of growing interdependence. Pov-
erty and social tensions going along with it, ethno-confessional con-
flicts and civil wars, generating flows of refugees and displaced per-
sons, increase of crime rate, piracy, drugs and human trafficking, the
spread of AIDS and other infectious diseases – all this requires co-
ordinated efforts of the international community to help Africa.

African issues found themselves in the focus of attention of vari-
ous international forums. Among well-known aid programs for Af-
rica there are "Millennium Declaration" (2001), "Special Africa Ini-
tiative within the UN system" (2002), Cairo "Action Plan" adopted
at the summit of Africa-Europe (2000), declarations adopted at the
annual summits of the G8 since 2000.

The increased interest of the countries of the "North" and
"South" towards Africa is largely due to the dependence of their
economics on African natural resources. In the new Millennium the
conditions at the world markets of raw materials have improved.



The region became rapidly developing: in 2008 the average
growth in sub-Saharan Africa amounted to 5,5%. And although the
situation was complicated by the global economic crisis, Africa con-
tinues to be the scene of a fierce competitive struggle for hydrocar-
bon and mineral resources. The world's largest TNCs are actively
operating in African countries. Countries of Asia and of Latin Amer-
ica (first of all, China, India, Brazil) have entered the struggle for
African resources, along with the United States and the former colo-
nial empires.

Africa  is  becoming  one  of  the  most  attractive  regions  for  the
Russian largest business as well. Africa provides an opportunity to
strengthen Russia's position in world commodity markets.

For their part, African countries have started to advocate for their
own interests more actively, to stand for the increased cooperation
with the international community in solving the complex of prob-
lems they encountered in the new Millennium.

An important initiative of the continent countries was the crea-
tion in 2002 of a new pan-African organization – African Union
(AU), which replaced the Organization for African Unity (OAU),
and the adoption of the «New Partnership for Africa's Develop-
ment» (NEPAD) program. The importance of regional organizations
is growing; along with the states and their associations, African
business, civil society, religion, non-governmental organizations
actively declare themselves.
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SUMMARY

AFRICA AND THE WOLD IN THE 21-st CENTURY

This volume is the product of the research work by the scholars
of the Institute for African studies Russian Academy of Sciences
and by those from other scientific centers, including South African
ones. The book deals with the foreign policy of contemporary Africa
and with African regional problems. The Chapter I analyzes Rus-
sian-African relations, mostly in economic and business spheres.
The theme of Chapter  is the African policy of the leading Western
countries – United States, Great Britain and Germany. Besides, such
problems as African response to War in Iraq and the fight against
piracy in the Aden Gulf are also reviewed here. The authors of
Chapter  analyze problem of the “new players” in Africa. First of
all, they look into the developing relationship between an Asian gi-
ant – China – and African countries. This chapter also provides the
inside of Africa’s relations with other Asian emerging power – In-
dia, which acts “in the shadow” of China; it also considers India-
Brasilia-South Africa cooperation and the role of IBSA in contem-
porary world. The last IV Chapter focuses on the analysis of African
home problems and challenges, dealing with topics ranging from
conflicts and crisis situations on the continent to regional integration
and regional organizations, primarily, the African Union.
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